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Publishing concept
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Publishing concept – business flow

CREATE CONTENT
Build up ditamap 

structure(s) 
Write topic content

Import graphics

SELECT VERSIONS
Populate baseline

SETUP CONTEXT
Define which 

condition values 
need to be matched

CREATE 
PUBLICATION 

OUTPUT OBJECT
One publication output 

object for each 
output format / 

language combination 
to be created

START PUBLISH 
REQUEST
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Publish content – trigger process

Web Client 

Select one publication 
output object 

Click the ‘Publish’ button

Webservices API

Update the metadata of 
one or more publication 

output objects.

Publication Manager

Select one or more
publication output objects. 

Click the ‘Publish’ button.
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Technical overview of architecture

Publish background task
Publish export FinishPublish pluginsInitialize
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Export files 
(actions per file)
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Post-process
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PluginsFixed code

Publication 
output status 

is set to 
'Publishing'

Publication 
output 

is set to 'Draft' 
or 

'Release 
Candidate'

Preprocess

Process 
blob
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Configurable based on Publish properties 

PDF2-based output sample

Simple sequence of plugins

ISHPDF based output sample

Including compare and combine languages before running the 
same plugins as PDF2 sample
The ISHRUNDITAOT triggers a different transtype in DITA-OT
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Integrate a new output format



© 2020 SDL

Implement your own PDF layout with configurable 
color scheme

Add color scheme property (on output format)
Use your own DITA-OT instance / DITA-OT plugin
Add the color scheme argument to DITA-OT call

Business case
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Available output formats
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Create new property (XMLSetup approach – SetupColorSchemeField.xml)
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Create new property (XMLSetup approach – SetupColorSchemeField.xml)
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Create new property (XMLSetup approach – SetupColorSchemeField.xml)
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Create new property (XMLSetup approach – Results)
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Enable property in UI (MetadataConfig.xml)
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Enable property in UI (MetadataConfig.xml)
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Enable property in UI (resulting dialog screen)
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New (custom) DITA-OT instance 
• Integration files
• Re-route DTDs

New (custom) DITA-OT plugin

MetadataConfig.xml changes
• FSTYLEPROCESSOR
• FDITAOTTRANSTYPE

DITA-OT Instances / plugins
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Implement new DITA-OT instance / plugin (MetadataConfig.xml)
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Implement new DITA-OT instance / plugin (MetadataConfig.xml)
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DITA-OT configuration: integration files / options

• Required files

• Re-routing of the catalog structure (catalog-dita_template.xml)

• By default (ishrunditaot.ps1) supplies:
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DITA-OT invocation call: add Ant arguments for a transtype 

• Build specific .psm1 helper file
• Change processing in ishrunditaot.ps1

• PublishPostProcessContextFileLocation
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Create new correct DITA-OT call (dita-ot-mytranstype.psm1)
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Include decision tree for DITA-OT call (ishrunditaot.ps1)
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Publish post-process configuration

• Web Client only

• Requires administrator rights

• Properties to be exported in metadata files during process

• Sequence of plugins to be executed for specific transforms 
(based upon conditions)
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Configuration options (Publish plugin settings)
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New output format

• Web Client only

• Requires administrator rights

• ISHRemote commandlet
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New output format objects
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New available output formats



© 2020 SDL

Useful links

• Doc portal > SDL Tridion Docs
https://docs.sdl.com/publications/SDL Tridion Docs

Reference information about:
o XMLSetup
o Metadataconfig xml structures
o Publish Post Process Plugins and how to create them

29
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Answers

&
Questions
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SDL (LSE:SDL) is the intelligent language and content company. For over 25 years we’ve helped 
companies communicate with confidence and deliver transformative business results by enabling 
powerful experiences that engage customers across multiple touchpoints worldwide.

Are you in the know? Find out why the top global brands use SDL at sdl.com. Follow us on Twitter, 
LinkedIn and Facebook.
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